In this extract Mr Sugden is angry with Billy as he believes he let a goal in deliberately at the
end of the PE lesson. Billy is made to have a shower before he is allowed to go home.

A Kestrel for a Knave

He thought this was funny, Billy didn't. So Sugden looked round for a mare appreciative
audience. But no one was listening. They faced up for a few more seconds, then Billy
turned back to his peg. He undressed quickly, bending his pumps free of his heels and

sliding them off without untying the laces. When he stood up the black soles of his socks

stamped damp imprints on the dry floor, which developed into a haphazard seft of
footprints when he removed his socks and stepped around pulling his jeans down. His
ankles and knees were ingrained with ancient dirt which seemed to belong to the
pigmentation of his skin. His left leg sported a mud stripe, and both his knees were
encrusted, The surfaces of these mobile crusts were hair-lined, and with every flexion of
the knee these lines opened into frown-like furrows,

For an instant, as he hurried into the showers, with one leg angled in running, with his
dirty legs and huge rib cage moulding the skin of his white body, with his hollow cheek in
profile, and the sabre of shadow emanating from the eye-hale, just for a moment he
resembled an old print of a child hurrying towards the final solution.

EES RS RE S

While he worked on his ankles and heels Sugden stationed three boys at one end of
the showers and maoved to the other end, where the controls fed into the pipes on the wall
... The blunt armow was pointing to HOT. Sugden swung it back over WARM to COLD. For
a few saconds there was no visible change in the temperature, and the red slice held
steady, still dominating the dial. Then it began to recede, slowly at first, then swiftly, its
share of the face diminishing rapidly.

The cold water made Billy gasp. He held out his hands as though testing for rain, then
ran for the end. The three guards barred the exit.

‘Hey up, shift! Let me out, you rotten dogs!" They held him easily so he swished back
to the other end, yelling all the way along. Sugden pushed him in the chest as he clung
his way round the corner.

‘Got a sweat on, Casper?’

‘Let me out, Sir. Let me come.’

‘| thought you'd like a cooler after your exertions in goal.'

‘I'm frozen!'

‘Really?

‘Gi' o'er, Sir! It's not right!"

"And was it right when you let the last goal in?'

‘| couldn't help it!"

‘Rubbish, lad.’

Billy tried another rush. Sugden repelled it, so he tried the other end again. Every time
he tried to escape the three boys bounced him back, stinging him with their snapping
towels as he retreated. He tried manoeuvring the nozzles, but whichever way he twisted
them the water still found him out. Until finally he gave up, and stood amaongst them,
tolerating the freezing spray in silence. When Billy stopped yelling the other boys stopped
laughing, and when time passed and no more was heard from him, their conversations
began to peter out, and attention gradually focused on the showers. Until only a trio was
left shouting into each other's faces, unaware that the volume of noise in the room had
dropped. Suddenly they stopped, looked round embarrassed, then looked towards the
shawers with the rest of the boys.

The cold water had cooled the air, the steam had vanished, and the only sound that
came from the showers was the beat of water behind the partition; a mesmeric beat
which slowly drew the boys together on the drying area. The boy guards began fo look
uneasy, and they looked across to their captain.

‘Can we let him out now, Sir?

Nol'

Glossary The final solution: During World War Two Hitler and the Nazis decided to kill all
Jewish people, Often this was done by gassing in mass showers,

How does the writer use language to present Billy Casper?

You could include the writer’s choice of:
e Words and phrases
e language features and forms
e Sentence forms [8 marks]




