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It has never been more important to build a set of essential skills to succeed in life 

for our children and young people: the ability to creatively solve problems, to self-

manage, to communicate effectively, and to work well with others. 

These are skills that are needed to do almost anything well. The need for these skills 

is clear, but there is still a gap – too many children and young people do not build 

these skills to the level they need, and so miss out on opportunities to thrive in other 

parts of their lives. 

Too often this is an area where terminology is confused and confusing. The work of 

all the schools, colleges and organisations in the Skills Builder Partnership is to cut 

through this: to refine a consistent, universal approach to these essential skills. 

Essential skills are defined as: Listening, Speaking, Problem Solving, Creativity, 

Staying Positive, Aiming High, Leadership and Teamwork. 

 



 

At Stockland Green School Essential skills have been integrated into Citizenship 
time where staff deliver the short lessons allowing students to discuss and focus on 
2 skills a term. Teachers use the short activities from the Skills Builder Hub, which 
require minimal preparation and encourage reflection. All teaching staff have been 
introduced to the plan and resources, including what best practice looks like.  

Teachers highlight and reward students applying skills, like great Leadership and 
effective Problem Solving. 

Common skills language is used in lessons, in assemblies and displays around 

school referencing to the essential skills. Our school careers programme also 

reflects good practice of teaching and referencing the skills. We are also now, 

working towards achieving the Silver Award after having achieved the Bronze award.   

Below is our school plan for Skills Builder across the year and during Citizenship 

lessons for the Autumn term. Each term will have specific skills focus.  

If there are further questions about Skills Builder, you can speak to Mrs Rita Kalia or 

Mrs Katerina Lee.  

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How Parent/Carers can support their children to develop the essential skills: 

 

 

 

Useful links: 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/homelearning 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/benchmark 

https://www.skillsbuilder.org/about-launchpad 
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